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Spring 2014 
 
International Relations 
DIPL 1711 AB 
T and TH 12:30 – 1:45 
DH 61 
 
Professor:  Edislav Manetovic 
Office hours: TU & TH 10:00-10:45 
Office:  McQuaid Hall Rm. 119 
Office tel.: 973-275-2877 
E-mail: edislavm@yahoo.com 
 
Course Description and Content 
This course offers a broad overview of international relations. The goal is to give you a 
solid historical and theoretical foundation for understanding some general causes of 
conflict and conditions for peace. You will also acquire an insight into key concepts 
related to international relations (balance of power, security dilemma, prisoner’s 
dilemma, deterrence, etc.). Knowledge of theories and concepts should improve your 
ability to engage in critical analysis of historical and current events. 
 
Students should be prepared to do a significant amount of reading each class and to 
discuss it constructively. Courses work well only when everyone comes prepared for a 
critical and informed conversation. That means you have to read the assigned text before 
each class.  
 
Note that every chapter of our main text, Joseph Nye’s Understanding Global Conflict 
and Cooperation, ends with study questions. You should read the questions before 
reading the chapter and then go back to them again after you finished reading the chapter. 
If you do that, and if you think thoroughly about each question, I am sure we will have a 
very interesting and productive semester. 
 
Throughout the course we will try to link the readings with contemporary events. Hence, 
students should keep informed about relevant current events by following news. You 
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should read a newspaper that provides thorough coverage of international news (for 
example, The New York Times, Washington Post). If possible, you should also read 
foreign newspapers. You may also want to watch news on the web or TV. BBC, Al 
Jazeera, CNN International, CCTV9 (from China) and Russia Today provide good 
insight into current events. You will get a better insight if you follow news from different 
countries. 
 
Assignments and Grading Rules 
1. Exams. Two in-class exams, a midterm and a final. Use of books and notes will be 
prohibited. The exams will consist of short answers and essays. 
 
2. Quiz. One quiz. Use of books and notes will be prohibited. 
 
3. Class participation and attendance. All students are expected to do the reading in 
advance and to take part in the discussion. The quality of class sessions is greatly 
enhanced when students are prepared to engage the course material in a constructive 
fashion. Participation will be noted and credited to your grade. 
 
Poor attendance (over two absences) will result in a reduction of your grade. Each 
absence, beyond the two excused, will reduce your final grade by 1%. 
 
Basis for Grade 
Midterm exam ………35% 
Final exam…………...35% 
Quiz………………….20% 
Class Participation…...10% 
 
A 92-100% 
A- 90-91% 
B+ 88-89% 
B 82-87% 
B- 80-81% 
C+ 78-79% 
C 72-77% 
D+ 68-69% 
D 60-67% 
 
Course Materials 
Joseph Nye and David Welch, Understanding Global Conflict and Cooperation: An  
 Introduction to Theory and History, 9th Edition, Pearson, 2012. 
Reading Package (handouts) 
 
Course Rules Regarding Phones and Laptops 
- Please put your cell phones on mute and put them away before class starts. If you have a 
problem with this rule please talk to me before class. 
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- Laptops can be used only for taking notes. They cannot be used for extra class purposes. 
If I notice that students use laptops for extra class purposes, I will ask that all laptops in 
the classroom be turned off.  
 
Academic and Professional Integrity 
All forms of dishonesty, whether by act or omission, including, but not limited to, 
cheating, plagiarism and knowingly furnishing false information, are prohibited. Work 
submitted in the course must be the product of the efforts of the student presenting the 
work. Contributions of others to the finished work must be appropriately acknowledged. 
 
Disability Services 
If you have a documented disability you may be eligible for accommodations, in 
academic classes, the residence halls, food services areas, etc., under the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. Students are not permitted to 
negotiate accommodations directly with professors. To receive accommodations or 
assistance, please self-identify at the Office of Disability Support Services (DSS), Duffy 
Hall, Room 67. The staff at DSS will help you to develop a plan for accommodations. 
For more information contact DSS at (973) 313-6003. 
 
 
Topics and Readings 
 
January 14  Introduction 
Class participant introductions, course outline, expectations for  
class assignments, questions. 
 
January 16  What is international politics? 
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 1 (pp. 2-24) 
 
January 21  Ethical questions and international politics 
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 1 (pp. 24-34) 
 
January 23  Why we need to read widely and critically: The media and IR 
   Piers Robinson, “The role of media and public opinion,” in Steve  
    Smith, Amelia Hadfield, and Tim Dunne (eds.), Foreign  
    Policy, Oxford UP, 2008. 
 
   Recommended: 
   Edward Herman and Noam Chomsky, Manufacturing Consent,  
    (excerpts), Pantheon Books, 1988. 
 
January 28  Explaining international conflict and cooperation: Key concepts 
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 2 
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January 30  International relations theories: Realism 
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 2 
 
   Recommended: 
  Hans Morgenthau, Politics Among Nations (New York: Alfred A.  
   Knopf, 1963), pp. 3-15. 
   Kenneth Waltz, “Anarchic Orders and Balances of Power,” in John  
Ikenberry, (ed.), American Foreign Policy: Theoretical  
Essays (New York: Harper Collins, 1996). 
 
February 4  International relations theories: Liberalism 
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 2 
   Jack Snyder, “One World, Rival Theories,” Foreign Policy,  
    Nov/Dec 2004, http://www.foreignpolicy.com 
 
   Recommended: 
   Michael Doyle, “Liberalism and World Politics,” The American  
Political Science Review, Vol. 80, No. 4 (December 1986). 
   John Owen, “How Liberalism Produces Democratic Peace,”  
International Security, Vol. 19, No. 2 (Autumn 1994). 
 
February 6  International relations theories: Marxism and World-System  
   Theory 
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 2 (pp. 69) 
   Steven Lamy et. al., (pp. 89-96) 
 
   Recommended: 
   Robert Cox, “Social Forces, States and World Orders,”  
    Millennium-Journal of International Studies, Vol. 10, No.  
    2, 1981. 
    
February 11  International relations theories: Dependency 
   Andre Gunder Frank, “The development of underdevelopment,”  
    Monthly Review, June 1989 [1966]. 
   Manuel Perez-Rocha, “NAFTA’s 20 Years of Unfulfilled  
    Promises,” IPS News, 29 December 2013. 
    http://www.ipsnews.net/2013/12/op-ed-naftas-20-years-unfulfilled-promises/ 
 
   Recommended: 
   Kema Irogbe, “Globalization and the development of  
    underdevelopment of the Third World,” Journal of Third  
    World Studies, Spring 2005. 
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February 13  Constructivism 
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 2 (pp. 69-72) 
   Jeffrey Checkel, “Constructivism and foreign policy,” in Steve  
    Smith, Amelia Hadfield, and Tim Dunne (eds.), Foreign  
    Policy, Oxford UP, 2008. 
 
February 18  Quiz 
 
February 20  Balance of power and World War One 
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 3 
 
February 25  Collective security and World War Two 
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 4 
 
February 27  The Cold War, Deterrence, and Containment   
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 5 (pp. 141-159) 
 
March 4  Containment and the Vietnam War 
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 5 (pp. 159-192) 
 
March 6  Post-Cold War cooperation: Conflict-management and the United  
   Nations 
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 6 (pp. 192-206) 
 
March 11-13  Spring break – No classes 
 
March 18  Midterm Review 
 
March 20  Midterm Exam 
 
March 25  Intrastate conflict: Intervention and sovereignty 
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 6 (pp. 206-218) 
   Mohamed Ayoob, “Third World Perspectives on Humanitarian  
 Intervention and International Administration,” Global  
 Governance, Vol. 10, No. 1, January-March 2004 
 
March 27  Ethnic conflict 
   Jerry Z. Muller, “Us and Them: The Enduring Power of Ethnic  
    Nationalism,” Foreign Affairs, March/April 2008. 
   James Habyarimana et. al., “Is Ethnic Conflict Inevitable? Parting  
    Ways Over Nationalism and Separatism,” Foreign Affairs,  
    July/August 2008. 
 
April 1   Some current flashpoints 
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 6 (pp. 218-254) 
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April 3   Some current flashpoints 
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 6 (pp. 218-254) 
 
April 8   Clash of civilizations? 
   Samuel Huntington, “The Clash of Civilizations?” Foreign Affairs,  
    Summer 1993. 
   Edward Said, “The Clash of Ignorance,” The Nation, October 22,  
    2001. 
 
April 10  Globalization and complex interdependence 
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 7 
 
April 15  Film: Life and Debt 
 
April 17  Holy Thursday – University Closed 
 
April 22  The Information revolution and transnational actors 
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 8 
 
April 24  Terrorism 
   Martha Crenshaw, “The Strategic Logic of Terrorism,” in Richard  
    Betts (ed.), Conflict After the Cold War: Arguments on  
    Causes of War and Peace, 4th Edition, Pearson, 2013. 
 
April 29  What to expect in the future? 
   Nye and Welch, Chapter 9 
   George Gao, “Syria Diplomacy Helps Shuffle Global Order,” IPS  
   News, September, 19, 2013 
   http://www.ipsnews.net/2013/09/syria-diplomacy-helps-shuffle-global-order/ 
 
May 1   Last class 
   Finals review 
 
May 7-13  Final Examinations 
